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The Medicine Man of Vocal Coaching

SINGING is no walk in the park and good : for singing. Micah starts the group off with

singing, the kind that makes a crowd swoon

and clap for more, is definitely in a realm of :

its own. The singers who dare to come forth

from the privacy of the shower must find :
their foothold in an industry where the bar
. understands the warm-ups and reminds his

is continually being raised by child prodi-

gies and aged spinsters on hit TV shows :
like American Idol and Britain’s Got Talent.
There’s a singer in everyone, but does every-
© things they need in place, half of the nerves

one have the chutzpah to venture forth into

a sea with a million others, just waiting to :
be discovered? Well if youre ever in need :
of an encouraging push, consider attending
: Micah speaks to each one individually as

Micah’s Singers Playground workshop to
help discover your true singing potential.
Micah Barnes is a man of many musical

gifts. He is an accomplished pianist, com- :
- magic. Micah speaks to everyone with sin-

poser, asuperbly talented singer, a formida-

ble entertainer, and a passionate teacher. He
makes an impact on the world stage both :
: fortable, even knowing that they will soon :

as a performer and a coach and divides his
time between Toronto and L.A. He also
teaches privately and gives students the
opportunity to take their vocal training to
the next level by setting up performances

at the reputable Statler’s Piano Lounge on :

Church street.
None of Micah’s workshops are ever the

same. Each one draws in a diverse group of :
vocal artists, all with unique challenges to :

overcome, yet all united in their passion
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. intense breathing and vocal exercises. He

urges participants to make use of the ample

. theatre space in which most of the work-

shops are held. He pays close attention to
each participant to ensure that everyone

students that a good warm-up is the foun-
dation of a pro singer. He explains that, “If
a performer really takes time to put the

are gone.”
At the beginning of his workshop, the
singers work through their exercises, while

. a way of introduction. Some of the faces
. belong to his long-term students, while oth-

ers are newcomers, ready to experience his

cere interest in hearing what brought them :
to him. Everyone starts to feel more com- :

: have to sing in front of one another. As the
workshop progresses, each participant gets
 up to sing their rendition of a Joni Mitchell :
: tune or something they composed them- : manship. By way of dramatic vocaliza-
selves. At this point the students are becom- :
. ing comfortable with each other and aren't
© feeling negative about their own abilities or :
: : and motions, turning them into some-

competitive with the others.

Micah takes a very personal approach
. to teaching. He gets to the heart of each :

student to find out what fears lurk in their
shadows. He looks for any technical/
physicalissues their voices and bodies are
grappling with, why they have made a par-
ticular song selection and what risks the
singer is willing to take to develop show-

tions and movement, Micah encourages
students to throw away their inhibi-
tions so that they might refine sounds

thing powerful instead. Micah gives his
students belief when they lack belief. He
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gives them direction when needed. :
He explains:

What L try to offer my students is a sense
of the overarching reality of a singer’s life.
Can they do business on their own? Do they :
know how to meet business professionals and
engage in a way that’s sustainable for their
career? Can they build a team to help them
with their career?

As a vocal coach and artist, he has
made a difference in many people’s lives. :
He brings talent and hope to aspiring sing- :
ers, he collaborates with established artists :

and works alongside his brother, drummer, :
. Daniel Barnes. He also does vocal coach- :
ing for reality TV stars (How do you Solve a
. Problem like Maria), organizes career strat-

egy seminars and is now working on his
own, soon-to-be released, material.

In spite of his familiarity with the music :
business, Micah doesn’t try to produce sing- :
© ers who are just molded for the market. He
. gives students a chance to discover their :

own voice and style:

I give each artist the chance to work :
with the strengths they've got. I don’t have :

one sound I'm trying to create. I don’t want

a singer to sound just like another singer.
The rehearsal process tells you where to
go, but it’s a crazy ride, and that’s why

© you're here.

Join Micah and some of Toronto’s up
and coming singers at his next vocal work-
shop. You won’t want to miss it! For more
information, visit his website at www.

micahbarnes.com.
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